I. Title: Slavery and the American Civil War
II. Organization: Whole Group Discussion and Independent Work
III. Time: Three Days (45 minute sessions)
IV. Objectives:

1) After whole group discussion, students will demonstrate their understanding of slavery as one of the many causes of the American Civil War by writing a one page position paper.

2) Through class discussion and student writing, students will identify the role of abolitionist before and during the American Civil War.  
3) Students will be able to identify and analyze the advantages and disadvantages of the North and South during the Civil War.
V. Standards:

· 1.4.5. C. Types of Writing: Write persuasive pieces with a clearly stated position or opinion and supporting detail, citing sources when needed. 
· 8.3.9. B. History: Identify and analyze primary documents, material artifacts and historic sites important in United States history from 1787 to 1914.
· 8.3.9. C. History: Explain how continuity and change has influenced United States History from 1787 to 1914.




*Belief Systems 





*Commerce and Industry





*Politics





*Social Organizations
· 8.3.9. D. History: Identify and analyze conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in United States history from 1787 to 1914.




*Domestic Instability 





*Ethnic and Racial Relations





*Military Conflicts
VI. Materials:

· Social Studies Textbook
· Primary Document Picture of a Slave (transparency sheet)
· Overhead Projector
· Internet Access
· Dictionaries
· Thesauruses 
· Lined Writing Paper
· Position Paper Instruction Sheet
· Position Paper Grading Rubric
· Pencils/Pens/Whiteout 
· Instruction Sheet
· Grading Rubric
VII. Content: This lesson encompasses the many aspects leading up to the American Civil War, including areas such as: slavery, the Fugitive Slave Act, abolitionists, the industrial North versus the agricultural South, the Missouri Compromise 1820, and the Dred Scott Decision.
VIII. Procedure:



Introduction/Set Induction

1.) Begin the lesson by sharing a picture of a typical slave during the American Civil War Era with the class.  
2.) Ask the students what they know about slave life and how it relates the civil war. Ask:
a) Describe what you see in the picture.

b) Explain what you think it was like to be a slave prior to and during the American Civil War.
c) How does slavery relate to the American Civil War?



Activity

3.) Once the students are actively engaged in the discussion of slavery and the American Civil War, briefly review the chapter reading that was assigned in the previous session.

4.) During the review, explain that there are numerous causes for the war and slavery is only one fragment of the cause.

5.) Review issues raised in the civil war chapter such as: abolitionists, industrial north versus the agricultural south, the Missouri Compromise 1820, and the Dred Scott Decision.

6.) After class discussion, thoroughly explain to the class that they will be writing a one page position paper pertaining to the discussed in class.

7.) Hand out writing instruction guide worksheet and grading rubric to review with and discuss with the class.



Closure
8.) Explain that the students will have two full class periods to work on their papers, and when they are finished, they will be sharing them with the rest of the class.
9.) Once students have completed their writing assignments and shared them with the class, direct the students to put their writing in their social studies/writing portfolio.

    



IX. Assessment: See Appendix A – Slavery Position Paper Grading Rubric
X. Follow-Up: Textbook American Civil War Chapter readings and extension 


  questions at the end of the chapter.
XI. Extensions: Social Studies Reflection Journals
XII. Adaptations: Students who have difficulty writing may use Microsoft Word 


     processing to complete the assignment.
